TIMELINE (#13A)
OLD GREENBUSH TAVERN
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. Greenbush, Michigan, celebrated its 125th birthday on July 31 and August 1, 1993. A 32-page, glossy-covered
Program entitled "125 Quasquicentennial Family Days" was published to commemorate this event.
This Program includes a long article entitled "Greenbush Grocery Building" and an undated photograph
captioned "Greenbush in the Early Days." The article, a summary of the 85-year history of the building that
became the Old Greenbush Tavern, and the photograph are copied verbatim below.
During its final 3 years (1947 - 1950) the building was owned by the Edward Hechlik and John Boyer Families.
Their ownershiip is detailed in the subsequent sections below.
2. Throughout this current Timeline, I have added notes for clarity and corrections in italics and enclosed in
[square brackets].
3. Timeline (#13E), Origin of New Greenbush Tavern is a chronological, follow-on to this Timeline. It describes
the unusual origin of the new tavern and concludes with its Grand Opening on July 27, 1950.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
GREENBUSH GROCERY BUILDING
A landmark of Greenbush originated in 1865, when an old Country Store came into being. The Conklin Company
patronized loggers and their families, offering items found in general stores which not only included food but
items of wearing apparel, hardware, drugs and items too numerous to mention.
The store was purchased by Mr. VanBuskirk and again changed hands when, in 1900, Duncan McRae purchased
the business. During these years, and years to come, the post office was part of the General Store.
In 1912 Duncan's brother, Alex, took over the business and operated it in the manner appreciated by the town
folks who depended solely on the purchases they could make in their one and only store.
In 1919 the Joseph Macks came from Detroit and were established as the new owners. Facilities to service the
automobiles that were slowly replacing the horse and buggy days, were installed; hand-operated gas pumps took
over a place of importance in front of the store. This family remained in our midst for 6 years, and on occasion,
son Herman Mack, made calls on old friends in the area.
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Well-remembered by a host of friends are Annie
and Hans Kunow, who with their son, Karl, came
here from Detroit in 1926. They also operated
the General Store, the Post Office, and the newlyadded gas station in a manner that pleased this
friendly little community. The Kunows continued
to operate as a general store for 10 years or more,
adding to their business a log cabin which housed
several types of business. The first was a gift
shop, later a lunch room; and then in 1933, when
the Kunows converted their business into a Tavern,
groceries were maintained in the log building.
The Tavern gained its friendly and old-fashioned
atmosphere through the efforts of Annie and
Hans, and this ambiance continued through the
remaining years of the Old Tavern.

Southward-looking down State St. (Cedar Lake Rd.),
Greenbush Inn is on the left and the General Store
(Greenbush Tavern) is on the right. Circa – late 1920s.

In 1945 Annie and Hans found it advisable to retire. Their last remaining years were spent between Greenbush
and Ocala, Florida. Mrs Kunow passed away at her son's home in Florida in 1949, and Mr. Kunow in 1957.
The Tavern was sold in 1945 to Alta and Raymond Casey, who had previously spent summers here in
their cottage. This delightful couple acquired a host of friends during their business years.
The Hechliks and Boyers, with their families, moved
from Hamtramck in 1948 and purchased the Tavern
from the Caseys.
Tragically, a fire in 1949 destroyed the upstairs
living quarters. Plans to build a new Tavern were
soon in process, and in 1950 these 2 couples moved
into their beautiful new building located on US-23.
Louis Cernat of Hubbard Lake, upon purchasing
the old building,changed its whole contour when
he did some extensive remodeling and converted it
into an apartment building, thus ending this
I made this drawing on November 20, 1947, when I was 11
landmark's 85 years of continuous service to
years and 9 months old. At the time, our families had been
the public.
living on the second floor for about 9 months.

Editor's Note:
1. Our families moved from Detroit (not Hamtramck) in February, 1947 (not 1948).
2. The fire occurred on the evening of Friday, 12/30/49.
3. Construction of the new tavern was well underway before the fire. Its grand opening was held on 7/27/50.
4. The old tavern building was converted into a duplex apartment. See details in “Farewell to the Old Greenbush
Tavern” below.
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HECHLIKS AND BOYERS BUY THE OLD TAVERN
In February, 1945, the John Kowalski family became the sole owner of the Tee Vee Bar in Hamtramck, Michigan.
To help with the operation of the bar, Uncle John enlisted the help of other family members. Ed Hechlik and
John Boyer assisted him part-time, primarily by bartending. On September 1, 1945, the Kowalski family moved
from Hamtramck to Greenbush, Michigan (about 200 miles north) after purchasing a large house (overlooking
Lake Huron) and half ownership in the Greenbush Wood Products, a lumber mill. [For details, see Timeline
(#8B), The Saga of "Heck," the Cottage and Beyond].
Inspired by this Kowaski family move, the Edward Hechlik family (living on Rogge St. in Detroit) and the Boyer
family (living on Milton St. in Detroit) formed a business partnership. They purchased the Greenbush Tavern
(then known as "Casey's Bar") in late 1946 for $25,000. [According to the Consumers Price Index (CPI), this
amount (in 1946 dollars) has the same buying power as $306,700 in 2016.]
Except for Ed's and John's few months working at the Tee Vee Bar, nobody in either family had any experience
running any kind of business. Initially, Uncle Ed and his sister Josie (my mother) were eager to make this major
move, but Aunt Blanche and my father John were not sure about it. Eventually though, all 4 of them agreed to
the move. In early February, 1947, the Hechlik family moved to the second floor of the tavern building
followed, on February 22, 1947, by the Boyer family.
At that time, these families were comprised of:
• HECHLIKS - Edward Sr. (age 35), Blanche (age 27), Edward Jr. (known as Edju, age 5), and Walter
(known as Wadju, age 2)
• BOYERS - John (until recently known as Izzy, age 37), Josephine (age 34), and Thomas (age 11)
The old tavern building was 2 stories tall and was quite spacious. The first floor housed the tavern, the dance
floor, 2 restrooms, several storage rooms, and a large kitchen that served the tavern patrons as well as ourselves,
the second floor residents. The rear 2-car garage was used for storage only.
The living quarters on the second floor consisted of 3 end-to-end bedrooms on the north side of the building, a
huge living room in the center, but only 1 bathroom (for 7 people) at the rear end. Additionally, there were 3
end-to-end rooms on the south side that were unheated and used only for storage. However, during the
summer months, I used the front-most of these rooms as my private bedroom and was very comfortable there.
Uncle Ed, Aunt Blanche, and Cousin Wadju (in a crib) slept in the north, front bedroom. Cousin Edju and I shared
the middle bedroom, which was very cramped. Since our double beds were placed at a right angle to each
other, there was less than 2 feet between our beds. My parents, John and Josie Boyer slept in the rear bedroom,
closest to the only bathroom. Luckily, when we were on the first floor, we could use either the tavern's Men's
Room or Ladies' Room.
Additionally, the building had a full-size basement that had a rear, outside stairway. Long before we lived there,
an inside stairway from the basement to the kitchen had been sealed off. The basement was used primarily for
storage. It was a dingy and damp place and was not well lit. We rarely went down there because it was so
spooky. We did enjoy "sliding down the cellar door" though.

13A-3

Such were our living arrangements for almost three years, 1947 through 1949. Our 2 families consisted of 4
adults and 3 lively young boys living on 1 floor with 1 bathroom (plus 2 utility restrooms) and one kitchen (for
ourselves and tavern patrons). Amazingly, it all seemed to work out. I don't remember any serious clashes
between anybody. However, this arrangement came to an abrupt and catastrophic end. During the evening of
December 30, 1949, our Christmas tree caught on fire and burned out most of our second floor living quarters as
well as some of the first floor tavern.

OLD GREENBUSH TAVERN FIRE
Editor's Note:
The following documents are newspaper articles and personal accounts of the fire. The 2 photographs were not
included in any document.
DOCUMENT #1: THE ALCONA COUNTY REVIEW NEWSPAPER ARTICLE, JANUARY 5, 1950 (6 days after the fire)
The Greenbush Tavern was damaged considerably by fire early Friday evening [12/30/49]. The blaze apparently
started from a defective wire in a set of Christmas tree lights in the second floor living quarters of the
proprietors. Flames quickly enveloped the tree and entire room. Five fire-fighting units were called. The loss
was estimated at $7,000. [According to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), this amount (in 1949 dollars) has the
same buying power as $70,600 in 2016 .]
On the return run to Harrisville, the fire truck had the misfortune to collide with a truck owned and driven by
Harry Dunn on US-23 north of the bowling alley. The impact caused considerable damage to the fire truck.
Because of the goodwill and assistance of their neighbors and friends, the Greenbush Tavern was open for
business New Year's Eve [Saturday], to an overflowing crowd, which was a real accomplishment after their
serious fire Friday.

January 1, 1950 in afternoon (2 days after the fire); Fire started at
base of Christmas tree on second floor (almost directly behind
outdoor clock).
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DOCUMENT #2: TOM'S PERSONAL DIARY
Editor's Note:
The following entries were made in my
personal diary at the time of the fire. My
current comments are in italics and [square
brackets.]
12/30/49 (Friday): Today the fire burned
the upstairs down. About the only things
burned of mine were my combat boots.
[I just received them as a Christmas present
5 days earlier, after wanting them for a
long time.]
12/31/49 [New Year's Eve]: "Went by the
beergarden. Boy, is it a mess!! Worked
at Tillie's all day. In evening went by
beergarden."

January 1, 1950, early morning New Year's celebration on the first
floor. Josie Boyer was issuing drink orders, and John Boyer was
behind the bar filling the orders.

1/1/50 [New Year's Day]: Threw down balloons at 12 [Edju and I used to love to push the balloons through a vent
opening between the two floors as fast as we could.] Celebrated! Took four pictures inside. Cleaned up
beergarden at 4A.M. Got up at 10. [We were staying with the Kowalskis.] Put the cases away. Got news of our
fire in The [Detroit] Free Press. It wasn't very good.
DOCUMENT #3: THE DETROIT FREE PRESS, JANUARY 1, 1950 (2 days after the fire)
Headline: “Faces Burn Red Long After Fire is Out.”
Editor's Note:
[I remember this headline and the content of the article but I don't have a copy. The article inferred that, since a
burning tavern was involved, the driver of the fire truck had been drinking enough alcoholic beverages to cause
an accident on his return trip! It was probably true that my parents, Aunt Blanche and Uncle Ed gave everybody
(and there were many) that helped fight the fire something to drink (alcoholic and otherwise).]
DOCUMENT #4: THE ALCONA COUNTY REVIEW, JANUARY 3, 1980 (30 years after the fire)
The newspaper reprinted their January 5, 1950, article (see Document #1 above) verbatim.
DOCUMENT #5: THE ALCONA COUNTY REVIEW, JANUARY 3, 1989 (39 years after the fire)
The newspaper printed a shorter, slightly-modified, version of their January 5, 1950 article:
The Greenbush Tavern building was damaged considerably by fire early Friday evening [12/30/49]. The blaze
apparently started from a defective wire in a string of Christmas tree lights in the second floor living quarters of
the proprietors, Mr & Mrs Ed Hechlik and Mr & Mrs John Boyer. Flames quickly enveloped the tree and the
entire room. Five fire fighting units were called with Harrisville arriving at the scene first. Loss by the fire is
estimated at $7,000.
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FAREWELL TO THE OLD GREENBUSH TAVERN
Shortly after the devastating fire at the old tavern (12/30/49), the Hechlik and Boyer families contacted Louis
Cernat, a building contractor from the Village of Hubbard Lake (33 miles northwest of Greenbush), requesting his
assistance. After studying the remains of the old tavern and evaluating our future plans, Mr. Cernat proposed
the following major renovations:
1. Repair the damage caused by the fire throughout the building.
2. Remove the southern, shorter, 2-story section of the building (encompassing the tavern dance floor and the 3
mostly-unused rooms above it).
3. Extensively remodel the remaining 2-story structure to provide suitable housing for both families; i.e. build 2
identically-sized apartments by dividing the building in half with a vertical plane starting at the peak of the roof.
After considerable negotiating between Mr. Cernat and the partnership concerning detail designs, materials,
timing, and myriad other particulars, especially price, for this enormous project, a bargain was struck. Most
likely, however, a written and signed contract was not prepared- A FATAL FLAW!
Planning, purchase of materials and other preliminary work started immediately. But no major work began since
the old tavern remained open for business to generate income until the new tavern (currently under
construction) opened. The gradual transfer of materials, fixtures, and equipment from the old to the new tavern
began in the spring of 1950. The remaining material was transferred when both taverns were closed for a short
time during May - June, 1950. Finally, the new tavern was essentially completed and opened for business about
a month before its Grand Opening on July 27, 1950. [See Timeline (#13E), Origin of New Greenbush Tavern.]
The old tavern never reopened and remained closed permanently as a business establishment after 85 years.
This Greenbush landmark originated as an old Country Store in 1865 (the year that the American Civil War
ended) and subsequently was the home of many diverse businesses.
Louis Cernat began work in earnest on the repair and remodel of the old tavern. Uncle Ed and my dad assisted
him with many hours of their labor. At the same time, they were also working tirelessly on the construction of
the new tavern. Doubtless, with so many people involved, there must have been many documented and
undocumented changes made at the old tavern. Aunt Blanche told me, many years later, that when the job was
finally completed, Mr. Cernat came into the new tavern where she happened to be working alone. When he
presented his bill, which was much higher than had been negotiated, she almost collapsed behind the bar.
Our families disagreed vehemently with Mr. Cernat's exorbitant bill. After lengthy negotiations with him, they
could not reach a satisfactory agreement. Reluctantly, they hired lawyer J. Russell Hughes from Harrisville,
Michigan, and took Mr. Cernat to court. This civil suit ended very unsatisfactorily for the partnership. The
court's judgment was that Louis Cernat was awarded the repaired and remodeled old Greenbush Tavern
building and that no other money between the 2 parties was to change hands.
Both of our families were devastated by this judgment. Our parents' plans to live in the apartments of the
renovated old tavern while working a few blocks away in the new tavern were dashed. They had to make new
plans and arrangements for the future of all 7 people in our 2 families.
EPILOGUE
As I prepare this Timeline in September 2016, the old wooden tavern building is still standing proudly after
151 YEARS! Now, in its third century, it is serving as a 2-story duplex apartment.
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