TIMELINE (#15)
WEST QUADRANGLE & LLOYD HOUSE
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. When I arrived at the University of Michigan on Sunday, 9/13/53, I, like all entering Freshmen, was required to
live in a dormitory. My assignment was to West Quadrangle, specifically Lloyd House, one of its 8 houses. Lloyd
was one of the smaller houses, having an all-male population of 111 men plus our 'room mother.'
2. I lived in Lloyd House for 3 school years. During my first year (1953 - 1954), I was partnered with Bill Parks in
single room #211. During my second (1954-1955) and third years (1955-1956), Bill and I were joined by Jim
Black and relocated 3 doors down the hall to a double room, #217. All 3 of us were aspiring mechanical
engineers.
3. See Timeline (#15A) for a description of Lloyd House's unique Brown Room.
4. Coincidentally, my cousin Bobby Gordynec had lived in West Quadrangle (Wenley House) during his
Sophomore (and only) year (1951 - 1952) at U of M.
______________________________________________________
OVERALL DESCRIPTION
http://umhistory.dc.umich.edu/mort/central/west%20of%20state/West%20Quad/index.html
The above website link provides a good description of West Quadrangle and shows the location of its 8 houses.
In particular, notice:
• "Architect's Sketch for the West Quadrangle."
• Photo of "Alfred H. Lloyd,” for whom our house was named. Mr. Lloyd was the interim president of
U of M in 1925.
• Photo of "West Quadrangle Dining Room – Michigan & Lloyd Houses.” Although the photograph is undated,
the clothing styles indicate that I could have been living there at the time.
The following excerpts were lifted from this website:
Allen-Rumsey House, the first unit of West Quadrangle, was constructed in 1937. It was named in
commemoration of John Allen and Elisha Rumsey (reputed co-founders of the city of Ann Arbor). The remainder
of West Quad was completed and ready for occupancy at the beginning of the first semester of 1939-40. The
building was an angular figure 8 with 2 inner courts. The central part contained the dining area and separated
the 2 courts with the main entrance on Thompson Street. There were 4 dining rooms in the central part on 2
floors, with the kitchen below them on the grade floor.

15-1

The new building was divided into 7 more houses, officially named as follows: the dormitory on the corner of
Thompson and Madison Streets: Robert Mark Wenley House; the central dormitory on Thompson Street:
Michigan House; the dormitory north of Michigan House: Henry Carter Adams House; the dormitory on the
corner of Thompson and Jefferson streets: Chicago House; the northeast dormitory: Alfred Henry Lloyd House;
the 2 eastern dormitories: Alexander Winchell House and George Palmer Williams House.
Looking at "Architect's Sketch for the West Quadrangle”:
1. The bottom corner of the building is the southwest corner of West Quad. It is located at the intersection of
Madison St.(diagonally to the right) and Thompson St. (diagonally to the left). This dorm is Wenley House where
Bobby Gordynec lived. [See "Background Information" above.]
2. Traveling clockwise from Wenley House:
a. Michigan House
b. The main entrance to West Quad. Directly behind it are the 4 dining rooms.
c. Adams House, the house where I was to be banished following my Dinner Sans Necktie Incident,
Timeline (#16C).
d. Chicago House. It was converted to a women's dorm in September, 1954 [See Chicago House,
Timeline (#15B)].
e. Lloyd House (Reference: Lloyd is kitty-corner across West Quad from Wenley)
f. Winchell House. Directly behind it is the MIchigan Union.
g. Allen-Rumsey House (slightly off-set from the rest of the quad)
h. Williams House
3. Directly across Madison St. from Williams House is South Quadrangle (not shown at lower right corner of
picture). On the sixth floor of this dormitory is Gomberg House, site of the infamous Butyric Acid Escapade,
Timeline (#16B).
______________________________________________________
STORY #1
The following excerpts were lifted verbatim from my first letter at the U of M to my parents, dated 9/14/53:
1. [After 3 days at Freshman Rendezvous at Lake Patterson, 24 miles away] ...I got all my stuff on the bus and
over to the West Quad.
2. Registered in here, paid $2.00 for the room key that also opens the closet and the recreation room
downstairs, $6 for meals on Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday. Then I had to pay $0.50 for Quad dues and $5.00
for house dues for the year.
3. I've got a pretty convenient room [#211]. It's right at the head of the stairs on the second floor and almost
directly across from the toilets and drinking fountain. The room is about 20 ft by 12 ft. There are twin beds on
opposite walls, two desks with desk lamps and chairs & wastebaskets, two closets with a chest of drawers in
each and one cabinet. This was supposed to be a triple room but it's only for two.
4. The roommate, Bill Parks, got here a couple of hours after I did. He's from Romeo [MI] and he's pretty nice.
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5. I don't think you could have found a better place to live except that they don't have a television here - they
don't want to disturb you when you're studying in the lounge.
____________________________________________________
STORY #2
The following paragraph was written for my English Class 11-2 on 9/24/53 (second week of my Freshman year)
WEST QUAD
One of the most interesting buildings on campus is the West Quad. It provides spacious living accommodations
for 1,200 men, which is a feat in itself. In it you can find a place for business or pleasure. There are study rooms
or small libraries for study or recreation rooms and lounges for your leisure time. It has 4 huge dining rooms
which perform the task of of serving 3,600 meals daily. The building was constructed in 1936 but it looks so
modern that you would think it was built just last year. It is located directly behind the Michigan Union which
makes it quite a convenient place to live. As a matter of fact, I don't think you could find a better place to live. A
person may leave the West Quadrangle, but he can never forget it.
____________________________________________________
LLOYD HOUSE FRIENDS
The following 4 photographs show most of my closest friends at Lloyd House during my freshman year (1953 1954). All of the photos were taken in the Spring and Summer of 1954 when I was 18 years old.

Tom Boyer, Larry Horacek, Dan Weinstein and Bill
Parks (my roommate), all Air Force R.O.T.C.
members, in the West Quadrangle courtyard. Lloyd
House is directly behind us. 1954.

Tom Boyer at courtyard entrance to Lloyd
House, 1954.
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Jim Black (my roommate, along with Bill, during the next
2 years), Dick Papp, Bill Parks; watching Al Camiener and
Bob Cutler play checkers in Room #213 (next door to my
room #211). 1954.

BACK: Bill Waller, Tom Boyer, Larry Horacek, Jim Black,
FRONT: Joe Ianita, Bill Parks and Dan Weinstein at a small
lake near Ann Arbor. We were all driven there by Dan who
was the only one who had a car. The 2 girls just happened
to be at the lake at the same time. 1954.
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