TIMELINE (#17C)
COLLEGE GRADUATION
IN THE BEGINNING
1. My uncle Robert Hopps graduated from the University of Michigan as a Mechanical Engineer in May, 1948.
Almost from the time he married my aunt Mary Bojnarowicz on 9/25/48 (when I was 12 years old), he started
promoting U of M to me. For years, he encouraged me to enroll there and obtain an Engineering Degree. Thus,
it is no coincidence that I gradated from U of M as a Mechanical Engineer in 1958.
2. My cousin Bob Gordynec graduated from high school in June, 1950; and he enrolled at Central Michigan
College in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. After a year there, he transferred to the University of Michigan. I immediately
began thinking of enrolling at U of M when I graduated high school. I hoped that we could both be going to the
same college at the same time. I even envisioned us living together and playing on the same sports teams
together. Sadly, after only one year at U of M, Bob returned to Central Michigan College. Had he continued at U
of M, I would not have needed any additional encouragement to enroll there.
3. During my Junior (1951-1952) and Senior (1952-1953) years at Oscoda High School, our Principal, G.
Sutherland Hayden, himself a U of M graduate, encouraged me to attend his university in an engineering
curriculum. He was instrumental in helping me enroll there and obtain a Regents-Alumni Honor Award (to pay
my tuition).
4. The Superintendent of Schools, C. G. Scott, also a U of M
graduate, influenced me to attend there. In late 1952, he
drove me to Ann Arbor for a visit and overnight stay. He
personally escorted me around the campus and took me
to a student production of "Madame Butterfly." Also, I
experienced a fraternity serenading a girl, who had recently
been "pinned," under her window at the Stockwell Hall
dormitory. This visit was the turning point that convinced
me to attend the University of Michigan!
5. The only other college I gave any serious thought
to was General Motors Institute (GMI) in Flint, Michigan.
GMI focused on training plant supervisors and engineers
and a work-study co-op program. School and work were
mixed in 6-week rotations. Applicants were required to
find a General Motors division to be their sponsor. After
graduation, I would have been guaranteed a job with GM.
Although this education sounded very appealing, I decided
against it in favor of attending the University of Michigan.
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Tom (age 17), Sept. 1953

6. During the summer of 1953, I was 17 years old and working at Lost Lake Woods. One evening, my parents
picked me up there and were driving me home to Greenbush. I remember very distinctly that my mom handed
me a letter from the University of Michigan. Upon opening it, I discovered that I had been accepted there
starting in September, 1953. We were all so ecstatic that I was glad that my dad didn't drive off the road.
7. Prior to actually reporting in to U of M, I attended an elective 2-day "Freshman Rendezvous" at Camp
Patterson, located on a lake 24 miles from Ann Arbor. This served as a ice-breaker to get acquainted with other
freshmen students and the university. We heard speeches from the university president, 2 deans, and the camp
counselors. We played various sports, went swimming, put on skits, and froze at night in our uninsulated cabins.
8. On Sunday, September 13, 1953, buses transported us to Ann Arbor, and I moved into my dormitory room in
Lloyd House, West Quadrangle. I had a full week of orientation and my first college class began on Monday,
September 21, 1953.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
CURRICULUM AND ACHIEVEMENTS
1. I originally enrolled in a 4 1/2 year curriculum in the School of Engineering to become a Mechanical Engineer.
However, during my Junior year, I decided that it would be advantageous to take some Business Administration
courses. I took 5 Bus Ad courses, such as Cost Accounting and Business Law, divided over my final year, that
extended my curriculum to 5 years.
2. Part-Time Jobs:
a. Student Assistant - Corrected and graded student problems and bluebooks (notebooks for test essays).
Proofread and corrected manuscript of a new machine design book.
b. Assistant in Research - Worked in low-speed wind tunnel on smoke pollution problems. Built models, ran
tests, plotted data and submitted results to customer.
c. Assistant in Research - Tested and determined properties of new fluid couplings. Calculated and plotted
characteristic curves.
3. Academic Achievements:
a. 5/15/53 - U of M Regents-Alumni Honor Award (Recognition of Outstanding High School Record),
[full tuition scholarship]
b. 5/20/56 - Donald Joel Brown Memorial Fund Award (Scholarly Achievements and Outstanding Contribution to
Lloyd House)
c. 11/20/56 - Pi Tau Sigma (National Honorary Mechanical Engineering Fraternity)
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4. University of Michigan Official Record:
a. My ranking:
• 119th in class of 543 in all engineering
departments (top 22%)
• 24th in class of 130 receiving Mechanical
Engineering degrees (top 18%)
b. Successfully completed 156 credit hours of classes
with an overall 2.98 GPA.
c. GPA ranged from a low of 2.50 (semester #5) to a
high of 3.43 (semester #8)
d. Received Bachelor of Science in Engineering
Mechanical Engineering) Degree on 6/14/58

Tom (age 22); March, 1958
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COMMENCEMENT DAY

Commencement at Michigan Stadium, 6/14/58

The Commencement Ceremony 1958 was held at the
University of Michigan Stadium (seating 101,001
at that time) on Saturday, June 14,1958, beginning at
5:30pm. Many thousands of degree recipients
marched into the stadium starting at 4:30pm and
were seated in the stands according to their degree
and school. I was fortunate to be seated with my
ex-roommate from Lloyd House and good friend,
Jim Black. He was also receiving his B.S. Degree in
Mechanical Engineering. Together we enjoyed the
ceremony and marched onto the stage to shake
hands with U of M President Harlan H. Hatcher.
After the ceremony, we graduates were dismissed
to join and celebrate with our relatives and friends
in the stadium audience.
My family and friends left the stadium in Ann Arbor
and drove to my rented house in Ypsilanti, 8 miles
away, for my graduation party. This group consisted
of about 30 people, primarily relatives from both
sides of of my family from Detroit and Greenbush.
Only 3 friends (my girlfriend Ina Rae Stanton, my
roommate Carlos Murillo and his future wife Andrea)
attended. Bill Parks and his brand-new wife Carol
were already stationed at the Air Force base in Salina,
Kansas. Larry Green and his soon-to-be wife Judy
Tom & Ina Rae at the U of M Stadium, 1958
were absent. Jim Black and his family were having
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their own celebration in Detroit. The previous day, 2 large tables and 30 folding chairs from a rental company
were delivered to the house. Prior to the Commencement Ceremony, the ladies in my family decorated the
house and set-up for dinner. They also prepared the pre-planned pot luck foods, drinks, and snacks brought by
the relatives. The majority of food was my favorite Polish cuisine, although there were plenty of American food
dishes and an abundance of alcoholic beverages. We all got re-acquainted, celebrated, and everyone
congratulated me. The house was very crowded. Dinner was served by the same hard-working family ladies and
was enjoyed by all. Following several ad-hoc speeches, I received and opened many excellent and useful
graduation gifts. After a very long day, the graduation party ended. Everyone helped clean up and then returned
to their homes. My uncle Robert Hopps thoughtfully recorded the day's activities with his 8mm movie camera.
This film still exists and can be found in my movie collection.

Some of the graduation party guests; Ypsilanti, Michigan; 6/14/58

John, Tom & Jo Boyer
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Tom, Ina Rae

Ina Rae, Tom, Andrea, Carlos
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