TIMELINE (#19)
SINGER/ACTRESS SHIRLEY JONES SAGA
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. On January 7, 2011, I attended the Shirley Jones in Concert professional stage show at the Lawrence Welk
Theatre in Escondido, California.
2. On April 29, 2015, I attended an open house at Lifehouse Healthcare Center in San Diego, California. Their
featured guest for this event was Shirley Jones.
3. Shortly after each of these events, I recorded my experiences for my own files and sent copies to some
musically-inclined relatives and friends.
4. This timeline also includes historical information, photographs, cursory reviews of her 2 autiobiographies, and
references to 2 You Tube videos.
FOREWORD
Shirley Jones has been one of my all-time favorite actresses
ever since she starred, along with Gordon MacRae, in the
movie musicals "Oklahoma" and "Carousel" in 1955 and
1956, respectively. In 1962 she starred, with Robert
Preston in the film "The Music Man." She won an Academy
Award for Best Supporting Actress for the 1960 drama
"Elmer Gantry" with Burt Lancaster.
In 2009, my son David (then age 49) and granddaughter
Crystal (then age 9) went to see "The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas" on stage at the Pantages Theater on Hollywood
Blvd. (From 1949 through 1959, this theater hosted the
annual Academy Awards Ceremony.) Crystal had seen the
"Oklahoma" stage play and movie and knew who Shirley Jones
was. Crystal had also performed some of the songs from this
musical onstage at her school.
At intermission, while they were in the lobby, David saw an
attractive, silver-haired lady standing near him. He asked her,
"Aren't you Shirley Jones?" She responded, “I am." He
excitedly told Crystal who, with no prompting, immediately
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Shirley Jones (Age 75), 2009

burst into the song "Oklahoma." Shirley was surprised that a young child would be familiar with that song.
After that, David got to talk to her for a few minutes. He reminded her that he had accompanied her on the
piano in 1982 at some Big Bear performance. She told him that she remembered that gig. Needless to say,
David was super excited about this encounter and called me the following day to tell me all about it.
SHIRLEY JONES IN CONCERT (1/7/2011)
Oh, what an exciting time I had at this Shirley Jones concert!!!
Before she came on, about 5 minutes of clips from many of her movies were shown on 2 large screens. I didn't
realize that she had acted in over 30 movies. She also performed for 5 years in "The Partridge Family" on
television.
I was hoping she would sing "You'll Never Walk Alone" from the musical "Carousel." It is one of my all-time
favorites and was sung at my wife Barbara's funeral in 1993. If Shirley solicited requests, I was going to ask for
it. I was disappointed when she didn't ask for requests or sing this song. But after the applause, she came back
for an encore. She announced that she would sing her favorite Rodgers & Hammerstein song and proceeded to
sing "You'll Never Walk Alone." I was thrilled almost to tears!
"Carousel" is my favorite show for musical content. ("My Fair Lady" is my overall favorite musical.) Shirley's
opening number was "If I Loved You" from "Carousel." This is another of my all time favorite songs. Later she
sang another song from that musical. Hooray!
Her singing voice was not up to its usual level of excellence. She admitted that she had a cold and had to keep
drinking water and blowing her nose. She sang many of her hit songs and many others which were lesser
known. The show was outstanding, even with the vocal challenges posed by her cold.
She announced that she will be 77 years old on March 31, 2011. Then she described some of her show business
history, which included the following amusing anecdotes:
1. She first appeared on Broadway in 1952 (at age 18) in the chorus of the original production of "South Pacific."
In it, she had only one line of dialogue. She had been personally auditioned, accompanied by a full orchestra, by
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II. Before the end of this show, she was their candidate for the lead
role "Laurey" in their motion-picture version of "Oklahoma."
2. When filming started on "The Music Man" she was 4 months pregnant and would be 7 months along by the
end of the shoot. Because she was the lead actress, "Marian, the Librarian," this almost caused a disaster. Her
pregnancy was hidden with petticoats and additional panels to her dresses. Finally, she had to be filmed only
from the waist up. In her big love scene by the footbridge, when star Robert Preston was holding her close, the
baby kicked and Preston felt it. The look on his face was priceless. He said, "What the hell was that?" since he
was unaware that she was pregnant.
3. She acknowledged that, of all the men she had kissed in her movie career, Burt Lancaster was the best kisser.
She did not elaborate on this aspect.
Midway through her concert, she started singing a love song and came down into the audience. Lucky me, I was
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the last person in the second row. I was the last person only because the ladies who had been sitting in the end
2 seats moved to center seats before the show started. Shirley sang the song looking directly into my eyes.
I was dazzled and don't know what came over me. I offered her my hand and she held it for about 30 seconds.
Then I sent her an air kiss and she returned it with one of her own. WOW!
After the show, she was sitting at a table in the lobby, signing autographs and talking to individual people. There
were perhaps 50 people standing in line. She looked wonderful and was very pleasant and easy to talk to. I was
armed with my 1956 LP record of her movie, "Carousel." I asked her if she recognized this 'ancient artifact' and
she said, "I certainly do!" Then she autographed it "To Tom, Love, Shirley Jones." I reminded her that she had
just sung to me in the audience, and she smiled her lovely smile.
I also brought along the latest 5"x7" photograph of Crystal. I asked Shirley if she remembered the "Oklahoma"
singing episode in the lobby of the Pantages Theater a year earlier. She seemed a little fuzzy about it but when I
showed her Crystal's photo, she brightened up and said that she remembered her well. She may have said that
just to please me. She autographed the back of the photo "To Crystal, Love, Shirley Jones." I sent this
autographed photo to my granddaughter Crystal.
Shirley didn't remember that David accompanied her on the piano in Big Bear in 1982. She asked for his name
but neither she or her assistant remembered him. She did say that she has owned a house in Big Bear for 32
years.
AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND SONGS
1. I was so enthusiastic after meeting Shirley Jones in person that I read her book entitled, "Shirley & Marty: An
Unlikely Love Story." It was written by Shirley, comedian Marty Ingels (her husband since 1977) and Mickey
Herskowitz and published in 1990.
The following excerpt from Chapter 10 reflects the theme of the book:
"They were a couple who had everything. She, Shirley Jones, had glamor, charm, an educated mind, hair like
sunlight, a sweet temper, and a voice meant to sing love songs. He, Marty Ingels, had paranoia, manic
depression, hyperactivities, phobias not even his doctors could pronounce, and a disorder known as compulsiveobsessive."
Additionally, the book briefly describes Shirley's earlier marriage to actor Jack Cassidy, who after their divorce,
died tragically in a home fire. It also touches on her relationship with her entertainer stepson, David Cassidy.
2. In 2013 Shirley (with Wendy Leigh) published her autobiography "Shirley Jones: A Memoir." In it she admits
that she was never as pure and wholesome as her squeaky-clean image, saying "I have never been that
innocent." She reveals the troubled details of her rocky marriage to Jack Cassidy, her infidelities, her relationship
with stepson David Cassidy, her cult status with "The Partridge Family," and her second marriage to wacky TV
comedian Marty Ingels. This autiobiography is interesting, well-written and compelling.
3. Shirley Jones sings in her 1956 movie "Carousel" and on-stage in 2007 in the following YouTube videos:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-giocTm9vwk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5CadBLXAAU
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"If I Loved You" (1956)
"Oh, What a Beautiful Morning" (2007)

SHIRLEY JONES GUEST APPEARANCE (4/29/2015)
Famous singer/actress Shirley Jones was the featured guest at an open house promoting an exclusive nursing
home. It was a very gala affair with balloons, streamers, flowers and other decorations everywhere. Shirley
arrived at 10:15am and left at 1:00pm. Upon her arrival, San Diego mayor's representative presented her a
plaque. She cut a ribbon (across a wide stairway) using a 3-foot long pair of scissors. Still and movie
photographers recorded every event.
There was turnout of about 300 people (residents and guests). The audience filled the dining hall and overflowed
onto the patio. There were enough tables and chairs to accommodate almost everybody. I arrived early enough
to nab the nearest table to Shirley's table (about 10 feet away). Unfortunately, for much of the time, people
were standing up between us, blocking my view of her.
They gave away many valuable door prizes such as bottles of wine, baskets of goodies, and gift cards to
restaurants and theatres. I didn't win anything. They also gave away coffee mugs (emblazoned with Shirley's
picture) and health items to each guest. There was an endless supply of delicious finger foods and drinks
(including champagne). The festivities included a keyboard player and a singer.
I was slightly disappointed that Shirley did not sing or tell any stories about her decades of theatre experience.
She did answer many questions from the audience. My question to her was: "In the original Broadway
production of 'South Pacific' in 1952, what was your one and only line?" She remembered the line instantly and
replied (in a loud voice): "Then what's the trouble, knucklehead?" The audience got a good chuckle since this
remark came from an actress well known for her ladylike performances. Think of her as "Marian the Librarian" in
"The Music Man" and the mom in "The Partridge Family."
After the question and answer period, about 100 people (including me) lined up to obtain her autograph. When
I finally arrived at her table, she signed my 1955 LP (Long Play) vinyl record of her movie "Oklahoma!" and my
copy of her autobiography "Shirley Jones: A Memoir" with "To Tom, Love, Shirley Jones."

Shirley Signing Autographs

Shirley examining Tom's Letter
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Then I gave her a business envelope containing 3 typed pages. These pages were the initial 4 sections of
this Timeline #19, Singer/Actress Shirley Jones Saga. On the front of the envelope, I typed the following note:
=============================================
April 29, 2015
Ms. Jones,
I am writing my memoirs which include fond memories of stage and screen musicals. I thought you would enjoy
the enclosed "MEETING SINGER/ACTRESS SHIRLEY JONES." Thank you for all your wonderful performances over
the years.
-Thomas Boyer
=============================================
I told her that the letter was a heart-warming story of my meeting her in 2011 at the Lawrence Welk Theatre, my
son David accompanying her on the piano during a 1982 charity performance in Big Bear and my grand daughter
Crystal singing the song "Oklahoma!" to her in 2009 in the lobby of the Pantages Theatre in Hollywood. She
promised that she would read it and I felt she would do so. I included my e-mail address at the very bottom of it
in case she wanted to respond.
To my happy surprise, on 5/2/15 (three days after I gave her the letter), I received an e-mail from her husband of
38 years, Marty Ingels. The e-mail said only: "Please see attached" and contained no text. Attached to it was a
photo of the envelope and a hand written note:

Shirley may or may not have written this note. She may have dictated it and had someone else actually write it.
In an attempt to determine if she wrote it, I compared it with her other 3 autographs that I have. Although there
were some similarities, there were also differences. Since the note was not signed by Shirley, my guess is that
she did not, herself, write it. Darn!
This episode was super exciting, and the fact that she read my letter and responded to it puts an exclamation
point on the Shirley Jones Saga!
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