TIMELINE (#20)
TOM & ADA JANE AKIN MEET AND DATE
ADA JANE BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A. BEGINNING
1. Noriko Ada Jane Hashimoto and her Japanese-American family lived in San Jose, California, at the time of the
Japanese Pearl Harbor attack on December 7, 1941.
2. Her father Denichi was a cobbler. Her mother Satoye adopted the name Ruth after a famous movie actress.
3. On 12/7/41, she was 4 years old (born 2/10/37, exactly 1 year and 1 day younger than I am). Her sister Ada
May was 3 years old. A third sister, Melanie, came along many years later.
a. Ada Jane was named after Ruth's grade school principal.
b. Ada May was named after Ruth's maiden name (Yamada) backwards.
c. Melanie was named after a famous character in "Gone With the Wind."
4. The U.S. Government decreed that all persons of Japanese ancestry living on the west coast would have to
move immediately to an inland location. This meant sleeping in the parking lot of the Santa Anita Racetrack, a
five day train trip (with windows blacked out) to an Internment Camp in a god-forsaken, cold and windy place
called Heart Mountain, Wyoming, near Yellowstone National Park.

Noriko Ada Jane Hashimoto (her name at the time), age 8, is in the center. Her mother Ruth is standing to her immediate
right. Her grandparents are at the outsides of the photo. This photo was taken a few months after World War II ended.
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B. MANY YEARS LATER
1. Ada Jane's father died of congestive heart failure in 1969.
2. Her mother was a secretary/translator/interpreter who founded Sister Cities of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
and is very prominent in public affairs. She died at the age of 96 on January 4, 2010.
3. Sister Ada May is a computer programmer who lives in Boulder, Colorado. Her husband died and she has 5
daughters.
4. Sister Melanie was a doper who spent time in jail as a result. She lived with Ruth in a double-wide trailer in
Albuquerque. Her husband died and she has 2 children.
5. Ada Jane was married to Ron Akin for 30 years and has 3 children close to my children's ages (her son Jon
used to take Tae Kwon Do lessons with my son Glen). After her divorce, she lived with Hugh Bishop for 8 years.
After they separated, she bought a small condo in San Diego and lived alone.
STORY
A. ON 8/12/94 MY SON DAVID STARTED A TEMPORARY JOB ASSIGNMENT IN TULSA, OKLAHOMA
1. Not knowing anybody (especially women) there, David went to the Oklahoma State Fair and visited a Personal
Dating Service, "Together."
2. They offered him 6 referrals for many dollars but since it was the State Fair, they offered him 3 more referrals
for free!
3. Later, David was unhappy with their service since they weren't fixing him up with any women.
4. He went into the "Together" office in Tulsa and attempted to get his money back. They wouldn't give him a
refund but they did give him 3 additional free referrals. This brought his total to 12 referrals (which is going to be
the key number in this story)!
5. Without using a single referral, David met his future wife Caren in Tulsa.
B. DAVID'S "TOGETHER" MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERRED TO ME IN LOS ANGELES
1. Caren moved into David's house in Redondo Beach, California, on 1/14/96. They returned briefly to Tulsa to
get married on 8/31/96.
2. Sometime after that, David realized that he had 12 referrals for women and that his "Together"membership
was transferable.
3. So one day he offered to give me his membership for free. I refused him several times, saying, "Who wants to
date an old duffer like me?" Said David, "I think you'd be surprised. Besides that, what have you got to lose?"
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4. Using his logic, we decided to transfer his membership to me.
5. On 11/29/96 we went to a very tall building on Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles to the "Together" office. I filled
out a mountain of forms while David and Caren waited.
6. "Together" asked me, in essence, what "flavor" of woman I wanted to date. I had to check a tiny box for each
one:
a. Caucasian? Yes
b. Hispanic? No
c. Asian-American? No
d. Black? No
C. MY MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERRED FROM LOS ANGELES TO SAN DIEGO
1. On 2/18/97 I reviewed my paperwork and got my picture taken at the "Together" office, located in the
Mission Valley area of San Diego.
2. When they got to the part about flavors of women, they asked:
a. "I see that you want to date only Caucasian women." "Yes, that is correct," I replied.
b. "Mr Boyer, do you realize we are right next door to Mexico and we have a lot of nice Hispanic ladies
here?" I agreed. So they changed my check mark from "No" to "Yes."
c. "Do you realize that we have a lot of nice Asian-American ladies in San Diego?" Actually, I didn't
know that but they convinced me to change my check mark from "No" to "Yes." This was Kismet and
one of the most significant changes I ever made. That little check mark would change my life for
the next 13 years!
d. "Mr Boyer, we have a lot of nice black ladies in San Diego." But I didn't change my check mark from
“No.”
D. "TOGETHER" DID FIX ME UP WITH SOME NICE LADIES
1. 2 referrals were, in fact, Hispanic. One lady lived just above the stadium, but it didn't work out with her. The
other lady worked for the American Embassy in Tijuana and also lived there. Going back and forth to Tijuana was
virtually impossible (especially without cellphones) and our relationship ended.
2. I was marching through my 12 referrals and had reached #11. I was beginning to wonder what I was going to
do after I went through #12.
3. Fortunately, #11 turned out to be Ada Jane Akin, a Japanese-American lady.
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E. TOM MEETS ADA JANE
1. On 7/7/97 I received notice that Ada Jane was my #11 referral from "Together." I called her on 7/10/97 and
we organized our first date for the very next day.
2. She had had only 2 referrals before me, neither of which worked out. She said that she particularly liked the
sound of my voice and my proper use of the English language.
3. Since she went line-dancing at the nearby North Clairemont Recreation Center every Friday. Following her
line--dancing on 7/11/97, we agreed to meet at Marie Callender's Restaurant on Balboa and Genesee in the
Clairemont community of San Diego.
4. She told me that she was a Japanese-American woman and that she would be wearing dark blue pants and a
white top and that line dancing started at a certain time. I told her that I would be wearing my yellow shirt.
5. I got ready for our date, but I could stand the suspense no longer.
6. Since the Rec Center was directly between my house and the restaurant, I decided to leave a little early and
maybe catch a look at Ada Jane through a window or an open door.
7. I drove to the Rec Center and, luckily, one of the doors was open. I saw this beautiful Asian-American lady
line-dancing right next to the open door. She matched the description of dark blue pants and a white top.
WOW! What luck!
8. I was feeling very light-headed so I walked right into the line-dancing class. There were about a dozen women
dancing and it was at this point that I realized the terrible mistake I had made! In the middle of this group was
another Asian-American lady wearing dark blue pants and a white top. BUT she was far from attractive.
9. So there I was with a 50-50 chance of beautiful or unattractive! How revolting!
10. Luckily, within a few seconds, Ada Jane recognized my yellow shirt and mouthed my name "Tom?" What a
relief!!
F. TOM'S FIRST DATE WITH ADA JANE
1. After her line-dancing class, even Ada Jane agreed that the other Asian-American lady was very unattractive.
2. Since it was quite late already, we agreed to go to the nearby Acapulco Restaurant on Clairemont Mesa Blvd
for a drink instead of going to Marie Callender's to eat.
3. We each had one margarita to drink and decided to call it a night.
4. I asked her if she would like to drive by my house (only a mile away) and she agreed.
5. As we passed my house, she recognized the double front doors on the house across the street. They had an
unusual herringbone pattern to them. It didn't immediately dawn on her that she had seen them before. (See
(“Verena Williams Sidebar" section below.)
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G. ADA JANE MOVES IN WITH TOM
1. It really was love at first sight!
2. On our second date (7/13/97), 2 days later, we went to a concert at the La Jolla Cove. We dated nearly every
day after that.
3. She told me that her son Jon, his wife Allison, and their 6-year-old son Joshua would be visiting her soon and
staying at her condo.
4. Said she, "Allison and I don't get along and my condo is small. Would it be okay if I stayed with you while
they are in town?"
5. After I picked my jaw off the floor, I said "Of course" without a hint of a smile.
6. She began moving in her belongings and staying with me several weeks in advance of her family's arrival.
7. They arrived on 9/1/97. We did the usual tourist things with them, and they left after a week.
8. Several days later, I reminded Ada Jane that her family was gone.
9. She said, "I know, but I'd rather live with you. Would that be okay?" This was one of the greatest questions
ever!
10. Immediately thereafter, we began moving the remainder of her belongings into my house. She put her
condo up for sale and sold in within a few months.
VERENA WILLIAMS SIDEBAR
A. VERENA WILLIAMS LIVED IN THE HOUSE ACROSS THE STREET
1. Verena is a very nice German lady who married an American airman in Germany.
2. She had a son and a daughter by him in Germany and then he was killed. She is about 5 years younger than I
am.
3. She moved into the house directly across the street from me with her 2 young children over 35 years ago.
Sometimes I used to take her kids and mine out "Trick or Treating" on Halloween.
4. As far as I could tell, she had no male companionship for many years.
5. Then, suddenly, I noticed a new car parked in front of her house every day!
6. I started to notice a man coming in and out of her house with great regularity.
7. I never really talked to him except to say "hello' when we put out out trash cans at the same time or happen
to pass each other on the street.
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8. His name was Hugh Bishop and he was quite a handsome man. He was a good-sized Englishman, probably
close to 6 feet tall with a body to match.
9. Hugh lived with Verena for about 5 years.
10, Then, all of a sudden, Hugh's car was no longer parked in front of Verena's house. I never saw Hugh or his
car again!
11. Of course, this happened many years ago. Since then, I have never seen Verena with another male
companion! This is the saddest part of the story!
B. THE TRUTH OF HUGH'S DISAPPEARANCE EMERGES
1. After Ada Jane had been living with me for a short period of time, she said "Now, I remember those doors
across the street."
2. Then she told me the Hugh Bishop/Ada Jane Akin story.
3. Both she and Hugh have very good voices and volunteered for the San Diego State University radio station
reading stories or comics over the air.
4. Shortly, they just happened to notice each other and that was that.
5. Hugh moved out of Verena's house and in with Ada Jane in another house in San Diego.
6. One evening, I suppose to show his handiwork, Hugh drove Ada Jane past Verena's house to show her the
herringbone doors he had built (which were quite impressive). Ada Jane never forgot those doors even years
later after she moved in with me.
7. She and Hugh lasted about 8 years. He turned out to be a big time drinker (like every day) so they ultimately
parted.
C. VERENA VS. ADA JANE
1. Of course, Verena (who is also beautiful), knew that Ada Jane had stolen Hugh from her.
2. To add to this Peyton Place-like melodrama, somehow Hugh learned that Ada Jane and I were dating before
she moved in with me. Several times, he called Verena and asked her to go outside to check if Ada Jane's car was
parked in front of my house. While he remained on the phone, Verena responded to his spying request. Finally,
she felt compelled "to put in the knife and twist it" by saying, "Ada Jane's car is parked at Tom's house ALL THE
TIME!" Hugh never had Verena spy for him after that.
3. After Ada Jane moved in, she and I went walking almost daily. Verena walked her 2 large dogs regularly.
Whenever she saw us on the same side of the street, she would quickly cross the street so that she would not
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have to come face-to-face with Ada Jane. The best she would ever do was to nod to Ada Jane (and who can
blame her?).
4. When Verena talked to me privately, she could never bring herself to say the name "Ada Jane." She would say
"that woman" or "your woman" or "her."
5. When Hugh died a few years ago (from drinking) his son called Ada Jane. She, in turn, told me and I called
Verena. She quickly guessed that the culprit was alcohol.
PHOTOGRAPH
This photo was taken aboard "The Pride of America" on 11/17/08 in Hawaii. Ada Jane is the person on the right
and is 71 years old. Although nobody ever notices, I am the person (age 72) on the left.

Tom and Ada Jane on a Hawaiian Cruise,
11/17/08.
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