TIMELINE (#4)
HOPPS' GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
1948 WEDDING
Robert Hopps and Mary Bojnarowicz were married at St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church in Detroit,
Michigan; on Saturday, September 25, 1948. Although I was only 12 years old, I attended their wedding and
remember it well. As it turned out, it was the first time I ever saw anything on television (a segment of a college
football game).
Editor's Note: This Polish Church was closed in 1989 and subsequently demolished. A photograph and brief
description of it can be found at the following link:
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2010/10/polish-catholic-churches-of-detroit-st_12.html
1998 GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY (LETTER)
For their 50th Wedding Anniversary (9/25/98), I wrote Bob and Mary the following letter (reproduced verbatim).
============================================
September 25, 1998
Dear Bob & Mary,
Thank you for all the wonderful things you have done for me during the last fifty years - and more. You have
truly been my second parents and helped guide me from my earliest days, for which I am forever grateful.
Mary, you cared for me as a young child and often stopped my crying by having me "talk" to my mother on that
wooden telephone. Bob, you encouraged me to golf as a teenager and for many years after that.
It is absolutely no coincidence that, like Bob, I attended and graduated from the University of Michigan as a
mechanical engineer. During my college days, Bob gave me my first engineering job - at General Conveyors.
Looking back, I believe it was my all-time favorite engineering job. Those four summers were a lot of fun. You
may recall that I was at your house in Royal Oak several times a week for care and feeding and to enjoy the
family you were starting.
I treasure the movies you took and gave to me of my college graduation and, the following year, of my wedding.
They were the only movies taken at those most important events in our lives.
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My family and I really appreciated your generous hospitality during our Michigan vacations. We also enjoyed
your visits to California - especially your trips to serve as Glen's Confirmation sponsors, to attend the Rose Bowl
and finally, to assist and console me during those terrible days surrounding the illnesses and passing of my father
and mother. You were always there when I needed you.
There are many other memories we have shared that are also very dear to me. I feel privileged to have attended
your wedding and am now able to join you on your Golden Anniversary.
I love you and always will,
Tommy
==========================================
1998 GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY (VISIT)
On 9/24/98 Ada Jane Akin and I flew from San Diego to Bay City, Michigan, to start a 12-day vacation. We
specifically selected this period to coincide with their special day.
Our 9/25/98 (the actual anniversary date) visit to their house at 4730 Morningside Drive was a complete surprise
to them, to say the least! Their daughter Barb Hopps was in on the surprise and ensured that they were home
when we arrived from California. When we drove up, she was gardening in front of their house and greeted us.
On 9/26/98 their son Gary Hopps and his wife Maribeth joined us in the celebration. Bob and Mary
renewed their wedding vows at their St. Vincent de Paul Church. Then we went to dinner at the Bay City Country
Club and returned to their home.
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1948 PHOTOGRAPHS
Images 1 through 4 were taken in Detroit, Michigan, 9/25/1948.

Image 1: Mary (nee Bojnarowicz) Hopps &
Robert Hopps

Image 2: Bob, Antonina (Bushia) Bojnarowicz, Mary

Image 3: Marion Boyer, Sophia Gruca, Mary,
Bushia, John Boyer

Image 4: Josephine Boyer, Mary, Eleanor
Boyer
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1998 PHOTOGRAPHS
Image 5 and Image 6 were taken at Bob & Mary's home; Bay City, Michigan; 9/25/1998.

Image 5: Bob, Mary & Barb Hopps

Image 7 was taken at St. Vincent de Paul Church
in Bay City, Michigan; 9/26/1998

Image 6: Tom Boyer, Ada Jane Akin, Bob & Mary

Image 8 was taken at Bay City Country Club
in Bay City, Michigan; 9/26/1998

Image 8: Gary & Maribeth Hopps, Ada Jane Akin,
Tom Boyer, Bob & Mary

Image 7: Priest, Bob & Mary
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